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On March 19, Liberal Party senator Guillermo Velez told reporters that electricity rationing could
be continued throughout the year. Inadequate precipitation since late last year has reduced water
levels in hydroelectric plant reservoirs to 23% of capacity. Three weeks ago, the government
imposed rationing of two hours per day. Power shutdowns were increased to six hours per day
on March 16. The government aims at reducing electricity consumption nationwide by 10%. The
first phase of rationing was limited to residential users. Last week, officials extended rationing to
industry and distribution activities. Velez said power rationing will further exacerbate the financial
crisis of Colombia's electricity companies. He added that at present the "electricity sector" debt
comes to US$1.6 billion. Next, Velez said the nation's electricity deficit is estimated at 500,000 kw.
In statements before the Congress on March 18, Energy and Mines Minister Juan Camilo Restrepo
said the electricity sector's financial crisis surpasses that of all other government sectors. Since then,
the government has moved to reduce the onerous impact of power rationing on productive sector
operations. Two hours of shutdown were moved to night-time hours. Hydroelectricity plants and
thermal facilities account for 78% and 22%, respectively, of the nation's power generation capacity.
(Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 03/19/92)
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